The incidence of fecal fistula following exploratory laparotomy and appendicectomy in patients with ileocolic Crohn's disease.
The aim of this study was to investigate if appendicectomy en passant in connection with exploratory laparotomy for ileocolic Crohn's disease increases the risk for development of postoperative fecal fistula. This was studied among 105 patients, 65 of whom had an additional appendicectomy and 40 who had not. The postoperative frequency of fecal fistula was 18.5 versus 15% in the two groups. The difference is not significant. On balance, appendicectomy is advised under these circumstances.